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  Dear all, 

 

   This was my first year teaching this class, and you made it a very pleasurable experience. 

Throughout the year not only my beard has changed, but also my perspective on Japanese 

Art. I’ve come to appreciate more the diversity of artistic expression that can be 

subsumed under the label Japanese Art. Because most of what we learn are labels, and 

labels change. Ten years from now what you have just learned will be outdated, and it 

should be thus. Instead, I want you to take away a sense of wonder and curiosity towards 

yet unknown cultures, a sensibility towards objects (keep training your eye, even on your 

friend’s mug) and an understanding of standards and conventions. The latter is 

something which I also need to work on. Though I tend to avoid convention, it is only by 

being precise about conventions that we can avoid them. A sharper sense of content and 

methodology is what I lacked sometimes, and it is this sharpness which you should strive 

for. Because, whether we like it or not, details matter. 

 

And you have been very sharp in your comments on the seminar images, which are 

included in this coursezine. Your work is precious and I’m proud of you. There are 

moments of great originality and intuition. Trust that intuition – the best art historians 

are not those who know the most, but those who are honest about themselves and the 

objects they look at. And I hope I managed to make you see that there is not only one 

approach to art history. I thank Malcolm and Guillaume for coming in and showing you 

other views. And although I think art theory is fascinating, the way it is tailored and 

woven together should be determined by the characteristics of each individual object you 

discuss. 

 

Thank you for a wonderful journey, and good luck on your future endeavours.  

 

Keep looking! 

 

With my warmest wishes, 

Radu Leca 
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Lecture Programme 2014-15 

Term 1 – Monday 22nd September 2014 (registration week) – Friday 12th December 2014 

Week 1 30th September Introduction to the Religious Arts in Japan  

Week 2 7th October Asuka period Buddhist Art: Transmission of Buddhism to Japan 

Week 3 14th October Nara period Buddhist Art: The Great Buddha and Imperial Authority  

Week 4 21st October Esoteric Buddhist Art: the Worlds of Mandala 

Week 5 28th October The Lotus Sutra: Doctrine, Practice and Art  

Reading Week 3rd - 7th November 2014  

Week 6 11th November Pure Land Buddhist Art: Images of Paradise and Hell 

Week 7 18th November Kami and Buddha: Combinatory Religious Practices  

Week 8 25th November Realism in Kamakura sculpture 

Week 9 2nd December Art of Zen I: Ink Painting        Guest: Malcolm McNeill 

Week 10 9th December Art of Zen II: Aesthetics of Tea 

 

Term 2 – Monday 5th January 2015 – Friday 20th March 2015 

Week 11 6th January Introduction to Secular Arts in Japan 

Week 12 13th January Emaki: The Art of Pictorial Storytelling 

Week 13 20th January Tosa School: Transmitting the Themes of Court Painting 

Week 14 27th January Kano School: Painting and Political Authority 

Week 15 3rd February Rinpa Art: Aesthetics of Decorativeness  

Reading Week 9th -13th February 2015  

Week 16 17th February Cross-Cultural Contacts I:   Namban Art and the Dutch school 

Week 17 24th February Cross-Cultural Contacts II:  Literati Painting 

Week 18 3rd March Ukiyo-e: Pictures of the Floating World 

Week 19 10th March Modern Japanese Painting: Yoga and Nihonga 

Week 20 17th March Postwar Japanese Art          Guest: Guillaume Vandame 
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Class of 2014-15: 

Immelda Alty 

Giulia Battaglia 

Catherine Beagent 

Eva Beck 

Daniel Benfield 

Samuel Bingham 

Marie Blanck 

Thomas Brook 

Carla Caria 

Flora Cartwright 

Min Choi 

Isabella Coimbra 

Patrick Courtney 

Megan Dailey 

Kieran Flynn 

Methika Gandhi 

Calum Gordon 

Rosamund Graham 

Jack Jewell 

Yeunjeong Kim 

 

Jenna Legear 

Dinan Li 

Ziyu Lin 

Elisa Moioli 

Joe Nickols 

Milla Onass 

Mariella Pacey 

Lisa Petersohn 

Amy Raphael 

Georgina Richards 

Elena Scali 

Jennifer Stephens 

Marta Strzyga 

Nina-Rae Village 

Akane Wang 

Samuel White 

Hyejin Yoon 

Leonidas Zafiropoulos 

Shu Zhang 

Pu Nuo Zhu
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Editors:  

Immelda Alty, 

Marta Strzyga, 

Meg Dailey. 
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